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(57) Abstract: A polyvinyl alcohoI)-based polarizing film or plate which com- 
prises a water-soluble dye having the formula (I) in a free acid form or a copper 
complex salt thereof. The polarizer has excellent polarizing performance capa- 
bility and durability, and is suitably used for the green channel of a liquid crystal 
projector when B in formula (1) is a benzoylamino group and the water-soluble 



dye has a wave length for maximum absorption ( A max) of 520 nm or more and less than 580 run. 
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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet) 



This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 



1. Q Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. Q Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 
Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 
This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. Examiner's finding 

The instant international application under PCT has been filed under 
the title of "POLARIZER COMPRISING DYE" with 8 claims of from claim 1 to claim 
8. The examiner has found the number of invention of the instant application 
to be 8 and has issued a written order for the payment of the fee to be paid 
additionally in correspondence to the additional number of invention of 7. 

2. Applicant's assertion 

To the examiner's finding, the applicant has set forth an objection 
for the payment of the additional fee and asserts that claims 1 to 8 comply with 
the requirement of unity of invention and therefore the number of invention is 
1. 

1. ^ As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 

claims. 

2. Q As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 

3. Q As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 

only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4- CH No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international 
search report is restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest ^ The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

| | No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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3 . Judgement of collegial body 

The unity of invention in the case of the instant international application 
under PCT has been examined as follows. 

Hereinafter, for convenience' sake, 
a material of the formula (1), wherein each of R lt R 2 , R 3 and R 4 represents 
independently a hydrogen atom, a methyl group, an ethyl group, a methoxy group, 
an ethoxy group or an acetylamino group, which meets the condition that n is 
1 and each of R lt R 2 , R 3 and R 4 is a methyl group or a methoxy group or that 
n is 1 and R L and R 3 are methyl groups and R 2 and R 4 are methoxy groups is referred 
to as (1) ' ; and a material of the formula (1) , wherein each of R 1# R 2 , R 3 and 
R 4 represents independently a hydrogen atom, a methyl group, an ethyl group, 
a methoxy group, an ethoxy group or an acetylamino group, which is exclusive 
of a material of the formula (1) wherein n is 1 and each of R 1# R 2 , R 3 and R 4 
is a methyl group or a methoxy group, or n is 1 and R x and R 3 are methyl groups 
and R 2 and R 4 are methoxy groups is referred to as (1)"; 

further, 

groups represented by the formulae (2) to (4) are referred to as (2) to (4) ; 
"poly (vinyl alcohol) -based polarizing film" is referred to as "polarizing film" ; 
a limitation "for the green channel of a liquid crystal projector" is referred 
to as "for green" ; and 
"and" is represented by "+" . 

According to the above, independent claim 1 involves the following 
alternatives 1 to 3 : 

1 (1)" + (2) + (4) + polarizing film 

2 (1)' + (3) + (5) + polarizing film 

3 (1)" + (3) + (5) + polarizing film. 

Similarly, independent claim 4 includes the following alternatives 4 

and 5 : 

4 (1)' + (2) + (4) + polarizing film + for green 

5 (1)" + (2) + (4) + polarizing film + for green 

Since " (1) ' + (2) + (4) + polarizing film" is publicly known, ( 1) ' , (2 ) , (4 ) , 
polarizing film and a combination thereof are not "special technical features" . 

Under the aforementioned circumstances and taking the unity of invention 
of the instant international application under PCT into consideration, the number 
of invention of the application can be counted down as follows: 

1) a first invention having first "special technical features" of "(1)" + (2) 
+ (4) + polarizing film", which comprises the above alternatives 1 and 5 , 

2) a second invention having second "special technical features" of "(3) + (5) 
+ polarizing film" , which comprises the above alternatives 2 and 3 , 

3) a third invention comprising the above alternatives 4 which do not have first 
or second "special technical features" . 

Although the number of invention can be counted down in another way as 
follows : 

1) a first invention having " (1) " + polarizing film" as common "special technical 
features", which comprises the alternatives 1 , 3 and 5 , 

2) a second invention comprising the alternatives 2 which have no "special 
technical features" of themselves and no common "special technical features", 

3) a third invention comprising similar alternatives 4 , 

it is not possible, in conclusion, to divide the application into inventions 
of a number less than three. The conclusion is the same also when dependent 
claims 2, 3, 5, 6 and 7 are taken into consideration. 

Therefore, the instant international application does not comply with 
the requirement of unity of invention and involves three inventions. 
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